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ANNUAL PLOTS (one season only)

No. of  300 sq.ft. (roughly 15' x 20') plots requested: ____
New gardeners may register for 1 plot. 
Returning gardeners may tend a maximum of 4 plots.  

Belchertown residents: $35/plot 

Non-residents: $40/plot 

(SNAP card holders may obtain a plot for half price.)

Total Enclosed: $ ______________ 

PERENNIAL PLOTS (two seasons)

A limited number of 2-season no-till plots (for crops like
asparagus, strawberries, rhubarb, garlic and perennial
herbs) are available in the row closest to Jackson Street.
The fee must be paid for the two seasons up front and will
be accepted on a first come, first served basis. These plots
are not tilled annually; they can be planted earlier and
 harvested later than the annual plots. They can usually 
be renewed at the end of the second  season. Ask about
availability.

Returning gardener? Yes * No *

If possible, would you like the same plot(s) you had previously? 
Yes * No *

Are you gardening with small children, seniors, or have special
needs? (Please describe): 

GARDEN JOBS ARE REQUIRED! 

Our garden can’t happen without everyone pitching in.
Plan to donate a few hours of your time. Team Leaders 
will be in touch with you with more details based on your 
Garden Job selection.

*Everyone who is physically able is asked to 
help with set-up in May (help layout and label the
plots, set up the water system, sweep out our shed,
maintain tools, plant the flower borders) and
help with clean-up in October (remove deep-rooted
plants, stakes and structures, disassemble and store
water system components).

You must also choose one task from the list below:

* I’ll help water, weed, or mow communal garden areas.

* I’ll be a “Garden Neighbor” to help out another gardener
who may be facing difficulties in keeping up with 
weeding and plot maintenance. 

* I’ll help with the “Sharing Square” (veggies we raise for
local food pantries). 

* I’ll write an article, take photos, or provide recipes for 
the garden newsletter/cookbook.

2026 Registration and Agreement
Application deadline: April 6, 2026.*  Read and fill out both sides of this form.

Belchertown Community Garden 
at Lampson Brook Farm

2026

*Plots are available on a first-come basis. A late fee of $10 will be charged after the deadline. So don’t delay!

Please make checks payable to NESFI and mail to:
New England Small Farm Institute, 270 Jackson Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 
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Continue on other side t



* I’d like to participate in a BCG Core Group that will meet from time to time to provide guidance and leadership for 
Community Garden planning, management, and activities.   

* OPT OUT: I would prefer that BCG NOT use photographs of me for any purpose, such as  publicity,  illustration, 
advertising, and Web content.

Agreement & Liability Waiver
I have read and agree to support the Belchertown Community Garden Rules, (see below) attached to and considered a part
of this  document, and understand that neither the New  England Small Farm Institute (NESFI) nor the Belchertown
 Community  Garden Association (BCG) is responsible for the  success of my garden. I further agree to hold NESFI and the
BCG harmless for any loss, injury, damage, or claim occurring in connection with use of the garden and/or participation in
associated activities, whether by me, by members of my family, by my guests or associates, or by others under my control. 

Signature Date

Be sure to complete the entire form (keep a copy of the Garden Rules listed below)
Any Questions? Email: BCGardenNews@gmail.com.

BCG Rules & Reminders
You will receive detailed garden procedures and guide-
lines, along with important dates, upon registration.

• NO SMOKING! The garden is a tobacco-free zone. 
Because of the danger of tobacco mosaic virus also do 
not dispose of any smoking materials in the compost pile.
Wash hands if you smoke off site before entering. 

• MAINTAIN YOUR PLOT! Gardeners must maintain
their plots once the garden is open, even if you will not be
planting until a later date. Plots that become overgrown
and remain unplanted after June 1 will be reassigned.
Your garden fee can not be refunded. If you are unable
to continue to maintain your plot, please email us at 
BCGardenNews@gmail.com or call Eileen Klockars
(374-2499) or Carin Baker (668-7699). 

• DO NOT use chemical fertilizers,  pesticides, herbi-
cides or fungicides. If in doubt, contact us by email
 (BCGardenNews@gmail.com) with your questions.

• USE MULCH. You are encouraged to use hay, straw,
leaves, landscape cloth, or heavy plastic sheeting as
mulch to prevent weed growth and conserve moisture.

• FREE COMPOST is supplied to BCG gardeners for use
on your plot here at Lampson Brook Farm. Do not take 
it home. 

• YOU MAY BORROW tools & wheel barrows  from the
BCG toolshed. Always return them to the shed as soon as
you are finished using them. 

• BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. Plant tall crops where 
they will not shade neighboring plots. Keep crops from
encroaching on neighboring plots. Pull weeds from the
borders of your plot and walkway edges. Don’t allow
weeds to go to seed!  

• WATER IS PRECIOUS! Water for irrigation is
 provided, but it is not free. We buy it from the town.
The cost is included in your registration fee. Please make
sure the water is turned off when you have  finished using
it and return cans to the  watering  stations. Report leaks!

• ROCKS, PLASTIC BAGS & STRINGS are hazards
to our mower. Keep them away from the edges of your
plots and out of the aisles. Don’t use light weight plastic
bags as mulch or store them in your plot.

• HELP YOUR CHILDREN respect neighboring plots
and the fragility of seedlings. For safety, children must
not be allowed to wander around the farm and buildings
unsupervised, as there are many hazards on site,  including
traffic and heavy machinery.

• BATHROOM.   Gardeners may use the bathroom located
in the First Barn. Keep it as clean as possible. Do not
 dispose of diapers in the wastebasket.

• NO DOGS are allowed where food crops are grown. 

• HAPPY ENDING!
Your plot must be cleaned up at the end of the season
(mid to late October).

Belchertown Community Garden 
A program of the New England Small Farm Institute (NESFI)
270 Jackson Street, Belchertown, MA 01007  • BCGardenNews@gmail.com
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